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Community Gathers to Celebrate Educareõs Groundbreaking 
 

On Thursday, September 16th, over 200 supporters and community members came to the future site of 

Educare Arizona to celebrate the start of construction for the state-of-the-art learning center.  The 

event  was emceed by Fox Sports anchor Jude La Cava, and featured remarks by Portia Kennel of the 

Bounce Learning Network, Ginger Ward of Southwest Human Development and Educare,  Dr. Jeffrey 

Smith of the Balsz School District and Educare, and Steve Nash of the Phoenix Suns and an Educare 

funder.   Musical entertainment was provided by students from the Brunson-Lee Head Start program and 

the schoolõs 3rd grade students.  At the conclusion of the program, members of the Educare Arizona board 

of directors and other funders joined some future Educare students for the ceremonial first dig! 
 

Construction of the facility is expected to be complete in early summer 2011, with the program opening to 

children and families at the start of the 2011-2012 school year. 



Capital Campaign News  

The Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust recently awarded a $1,000,000 

capital grant to Educare Arizona, bringing the campaign to 85% of its 

goal.   The Piper Trust works to enhance and strengthen the quality of 

life for the people in Maricopa County through support of  arts and 

culture, children, education, healthcare and medical research, older 

adults and religious organizations. òPiper Trust is pleased to support Educare Arizona, a national 

model that will strengthen the stateõs commitment to best practices in 

early learning,ó said Judy Jolley Mohraz, Piper Trust president and CEO. 

Educare Arizona is grateful to the Piper Trust for this community 

investment, and welcomes Marilee Dal Pra as the Trustõs representative 

on the multi-funder Educare board of directors.  

 

This quarter Educare Arizona also received a $5,000 grant from the Sundt Foundation and $200,000 

from an anonymous donor whose gift will support Educareõs therapeutic play room.    

 

Educare Arizona thanks these and its other investors for their support! 
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On November 2nd, Arizona voters will once again go to the polls and 

vote on the importance of early childhood education.  Proposition 302, 

which was referred to the ballot by the Arizona legislature, would 

eliminate First Things First, sweeping its funds and forever directing its 

tobacco tax revenue source into the general fund.   
 

Since it was created by voter initiative in 2006, First Things First has 

distributed $284 million in grants statewide, supporting public 

preschool programs, safe and affordable childcare, home visiting for 

vulnerable new parents, and emergency food aid for hungry families, 

among many other priorities.  

The board of Educare Arizona strongly supports First Things Firstõs work to build a foundation of success 

for all Arizona children birth to five, and adds its voice to the chorus of opposition to Prop 302.   
 

To learn more about Proposition 302, please visit www.no302.com.  

Support  Early Childhood Education ñVote No on Prop 302  
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Construction Photos ~ Watch Us Grow!  

Updated architectural rendering  


